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PARTNERS PAGE

The Federated Health Charities Campaign – an annual, workplace fundraising 

campaign within the Ontario Public Service – had its most successful year ever 

in 2007, raising over $1.8 million!

And that’s good news for the Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, which has been a Federated Health partner since 1990. 

To date, the Federated Health Charities Campaign has raised over $800,000 for cystic fibrosis research and care!

In 1990, when the CCFF was added to the Federated Health charity list, the median age of survival for a child with cystic 

fibrosis in Canada was only 30 years of age. “Today, thanks in part to the success of the Federated Health Campaign, the median 

age of survival has risen to 37 years of age. This is a tremendous achievement, and we would never have come so far, so soon, 

without such a wonderful partner,” said Ron Anderson, President, CCFF - Toronto & District Chapter. “We are confident that, 

with continued support from Federated Health, we will soon reach our ultimate goal, of finding a cure or an effective control 

for cystic fibrosis.”

The Federated Health Charities Campaign offers Ontario government employees the opportunity to support 16 Ontario 

health charities through payroll deductions, cash donations and special events. They have donated over $25 million in 25 years, 

making it one of the most successful workplace campaigns in Canada.

Special Thank You to…

CCFF fundraising partner has record year!
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Give the breath of life®

Forty years ago, children with cystic fibrosis did not live 
long enough to start school.

CF parents refused to accept this automatic death 
sentence for their children.

In 1960, they joined together to create the Canadian 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and asked Canadians to join 
with them in raising the funds needed to begin searching 
for a cure to this devastating disease.

As we enter the 21st century, people with CF and their 
families and friends face the future with great confidence 
that the cure for cystic fibrosis is in sight.

Research Brief
Vaccine immunizes against deadly bacteria

T he Special Initiative in Cystic Fibrosis Research: In Mem-
ory of Michael O’Reilly was awarded to a team of re-
searchers, led by Dr. Miguel Valvano at The University of 

Western Ontario (London). The aim of this initiative, which 
finished its fifth year of support in December 2006, was to 
discover new approaches for treating individuals with cystic 
fibrosis (CF) who have Burkholderia cepacia (B. cepacia) com-
plex and other multi-drug resistant bacteria in their airways.

Recently, Dr. Miguel Valvano and the O’Reilly team of in-
vestigators, along with colleagues in Argentina, announced a 
world first!  The team successfully developed and tested, in 
a mouse model, a vaccine that prevents infections caused by 
two members of the Burkholderia cepacia complex (B. ceno-
cepacia and B. multivorans).

B. cepacia complex is a family of bacteria that lives in 
damp places and causes rot in plants such as onions. While 
it rarely causes infection in healthy people, it can be lethal 

to those with CF. B. cepacia complex is resistant to most 
antibiotics, and can easily spread from one person with CF 
to another. Therefore, there is an urgent need to discover 
new and improved ways to treat lung infections caused by B. 
cepacia complex.

Some bacteria have a tail-like appendage called a flagellum, 
which acts as a propeller to move the bacterium. The vaccine 
developed by Dr. Valvano targets the flagella of B. cenocepacia 
and B. multivorans, so that if either of these bacteria infects 
someone who has had the vaccine, the person’s immune sys-
tem will target and kill these bacteria without the need for 
antibiotic therapy.

The CCFF co-sponsored the O’Reilly initiative with the 
Canadian Institute of Health Research - Institute of Circula-
tory and Respiratory Health (ICRH). In addition to the ICRH, 
the Foundation is grateful to CCFF Celebrity Patron, Céline 
Dion; Hbc; Laura O’Reilly, widow of the late Michael O’Reilly; 
the Arrell Family Foundation; and Arnold and Lynn Irwin for 
their generous support. From 2002 to 2006, more than $1.4 
million was committed to this special research initiative.

(Candid Facts, Summer 2007)




